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DOCUMENT 0 - SUMMARY PROPOSAL 

College: Liberal Arts I Department: Information Arts and Technologies I Cost Code: 
Contact Person: Stuart Moulthrop I Phone: 5301 I Effective Semester: Fall, 2006 

ELETE FROM LOWER-DIVISION REQUIREMENTS: MATH 121 (Finite Mathematics). 

DELETE FROM CORE REQUIREMENTS: COSC 301 (Microcomputer Troubleshooting and Maintenance), COSC 309 (Computer 
Programming I),and COSC 415 (Web Site Essentials). 

ADD TO CORE REQUIREMENTS: COSC 430 (Network Security), COSC 432 (Information Assurance), and COSC 490 (Practicum in 
Infomation Technology). 

(New course proposals for COSC 430 and 432 are submitted separately, as is a revised course description for COSC 490.) 

a, benefits to be derived from making the revisions 

1. A stronger and more up-to-date curriculum 

2. Potential for greater enrollments 

3. Continuned funding and resources from sub-grantee relationship with Towson University NSF grant 

b. reasons for making the revisions 

The curriculum in Applied lnformation Technology (AIT) has not been revised since its inception more than five years ago, which is a very 
long time in the IT field. Professor Clewell, who originated the program, foresaw the need to revise the curriculum and negotiated a 
subcontractor arrangement with Towson University's NSF grant in information security. Terms of this agreement , which has brought 
equipment and funding to U.B., require us to add two courses in information security to our core requirements. 

At the same time, area community colleges have updated their offerings in IT, making redundant some of the courses in the AIT core. 
Microcomputer Troubleshooting and Maintenance (COSC 301), Programming I (COSC 309, an introduction to Visual Basic), and Web 
Site Essentials (COSC 415) have clear equivalents at the Community College of Baltimore County, Anne Arundel Community College, and 
Howard Community College, to name only three. Wetherefore propose to remove these courses from our core requirements. 

Deleting three courses from the core allows us to add the two courses required in the Towson agreement. However, it seems desirable to 
maintain the present scope of the AIT core at 10 courses. To fill the third slot, the faculty in AIT propose to follow recommendations of the 
Association for Computing Machinery and other standard-setting organizations to include a Practicum course. Such a course exists in the 
Catalog, but it is currently described as an internship, where students arrange independent work assignments in businesses. Our faculty 
is too small to support the high administrative burden of such a program for more than 100 students; therefore we have redesigned the 
Practicum as a course in which students work on a much smaller number of real-world projects under faculty supervision. 

Additionally, the faculty have concluded that we no longer need to require the lowerdivision course MATH 121 (Finite Mathematics), 
because courses in General College Mathematics or College Algebra provide sufficient preparation for the advanced math course we 
require (MATH 321, Mathematical Structures for Computer Technologies). 

The net result of all these changes will be a stronger AIT curriculum that should be more attractive to potential students, bringing new 
enrollments to the University. 
c. how the revisions are related to divisional and programmatic goals, priorities and resources 

'The School of Information Arts and Technologies plans significant increases in the AIT program, potentially doubling its current enrollment 
of slightly more than 100 students. This curriculum revision is essential to our plans. 

With the hiring of Professor Mohammed Ketel upon Professor Clewell's retirement, the additiion of Dr. Kathleen Harmeyer and Prof. 
Charles Sykes as contract faculty members, and the reassignment of Prof. Moulthrop as AIT program director, the School has allocated 
sufficient resources for the changes we propose. 



The bachelor's degree in Simulation and Digital Entertainment currently requires COSC 309. A proposal is being submitted to revise that 
requirement. Otherwise, there are no implications for other programs. 

e. any significant effects that these changes may have on other UB schools, the community colleges, or other institutions, including 
articulation agreements (if applicable) 

1. No aspect of the changes affects other divisions or schools at UB. 

2. AIT has one articulation agreement, with the Community College of Baltimore County. Notably, changes and additions to CCBC's 
cuniculum constitute one of our reasons for asking for these changes. The program director will work with colleagues in CCBC's School of 
Applied and Information Technology to revise the present articulation agreement as necessary. 

No additional resources are required to support this proposal. 

a) Impact was reviewed. All impacted units were contacted and understandings worked out. No unit objects to the proposal as 
currently submitted. The units contacted were: 

b) Impact was reviewed. All objections were worked out except those documented in attachments. Units contacted were: 


