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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Individual Research Project Assignment
I. General Description:  The purpose of this project is to provide an opportunity for you to explore a topic related to the history of Anglo-American law that is of particular interest to you.   Your research should result in a 8-12 page paper related to topics and themes related to the course.  The project should be based on your own ideas, but must also take into account scholarly historical literature related to your topic.   Students should try to have their topics approved by April 14th, and must have their topics approved by April 21st using the process described below.  The paper is due on May 12th.

II. Topics.  Most any subject matter can work, if approached in the right way.  There are, however, some general rules:

A. The paper must have a historical focus and the topic must be worked out in consultation with the instructor.  Your topic must have “roots” in the history of the common law before 1800.  (This means, for example, that you cannot write your paper on “free speech” on the Internet, but you might well be able to explore the history of the legal regulation of public “indecency” and “lewdness.”)

B. The paper does not have to be about legal doctrine (property, torts, contracts), though it certainly could be.  Family law and laws of personal status are perennially popular.  Some other examples might be: 

1. A professional biography of an important lawyer, judge, or legal author.

2. A thematic paper exploring the history of a particularly important idea or legal concept or specific area of law such a the evolution of the definition of treason.

3. In depth analysis of a document such as the famous “Statute of Frauds” or the “jury clauses” in the Maryland Constitution,

4. A famous trial (or series of trials) that helped to shape legal history, such as “Shelly’s case” or “ Slade’s case.”

5. The historical evolution of a specific institution or practice or rule, such as the idea of a statue of limitations.

C. There  is no formula for selecting a topic that will work out well.  In some cases, it will be relatively easy to find sources on a topic, in other cases, it will be more difficult. The most important thing is that you get started early, and spend enough time in the early going to narrow your topic effectively.  You will need to plan several hours, early on in your research, identifying scholarly books and articles on your subject. 

III. Research Parameters.
A. One of the learning objectives for the course and for this assignment is to help you to develop more sophisticated strategies for doing research on the historical dimensions of the law.  It will be the paper that will be graded, but the quality of the paper will depend in a very significant measure on both the quality and the relevance of it sources.

B. Your research should begin with the assigned texts for the class.  There are important leads there in the notes and bibliographies that should help you locate additional specialized, scholarly sources.  Then just keep on reading and following leads.

1. Please note.  Hogue’s Origins of the Common Law was first published in 1966, which means it was largely based on other scholarly work published between 1989 and 1960.  Much new research has been done since then.

2. Hoffer’s Law and People in Colonial America is intentionally designed to summarize the most recent scholarship, and is much more up to date. 

C. As a general rule, you will be expected to have utilized a minimum of  three of the following types of sources: authoritative legal reference works, scholarly books, scholarly journal articles in history (or criminal justice), law review articles, other articles article-length studies such as chapters from a recently published book, or leading cases that review legal history.  At least two should have been published since 1960.  Beware of older books; although there was some excellent history published in the later nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, there was also a lot of bad legal history of the “Anglo-American” tradition written–bad in the sense of not based on careful use of sources or in the sense of implicitly or explicitly defending excellence of our legal system against all others.

D. The Internet.  Many scholarly sources are available on the Internet, both in the public domain, and through the proprietary data bases available through the Langsdale Library.  When using Internet sources, however, you must be sensitive not only to the apparent quality of the material, but also to what it is, who appears to have written it, what, if any, organization is sponsoring the site on which it appears, and the apparent motives behind the publisher.  

1. If it is historical material, who edited it?

2. Is it published on an “advocacy” web site?

IV. Plagiarism and keeping track of references: In the modern world of “cut and paste” it is increasingly tempting for students to commit plagiarism, and also increasingly easy to make an innocent, or relatively innocent mistake.  

A. Plagiarism includes any effort to take credit for work that is not your own, and specifically, the presentation of another person’s written work as your own words.

B. You can use other people’s research, but you must give them credit through your reference apparatus (footnotes or endnotes).

C. You cannot borrow other peoples phrases, sentences and paragraphs with using quotation makers and references.

D. Sources in print accessed through the Internet must be so cited, and other Internet sources must be referenced just like sources in print, using the exact URL and a “date accessed” attribution.

E. Please keep careful track of your references as you work.  Careful referencing is a sign of intellectual seriousness and academic integrity.  

V. Style. This paper should  follow ONE the three principal style guidelines for college term papers – MLA, APA, or “Chicago.”  My favorite style manual is the most recent edition of Kate Turabian’s Manual of Style for Writers of Term Papers . . . which follows the “Chicago” style.  Diana Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual, 3d or 4th  ed., (Boston & New York: Bedford/St.Martins, 2000, 2004) gives brief illustrations of each style and has other useful material on clear, effective, writing.  Briefly,

A. Papers must be in standard manuscript form, double-spaced, 1" margins, 26 lines to a page, 65 characters to a line, etc., or in computerese that generally means standard margins and “12pt” fonts.

B. One hard copy and one electronic copy of the paper must be submitted.  The electronic copy must be uploaded in the files section of Prometheus, as a file visible to the instructor and the individual student only.  If you’re not sure how to do this, better do a “test” between now and the end of April.

VI. Schedule
Thursday
Apr.   7 
Approval Form Due

Thursday
Apr. 14 
Approval Form Returned – Due back by April 19th if not approved

Thursday
Apr. 21 
Paper Prospectus an Bibliography Due (a one page description or outline of the actual paper you are going to write [not bs]  and a bibliography). This will be returned on April 28.  If a consultation is required, students must sign up for a mandatory individual consultation about the paper on May 5.

Thursday
May 12
Research Paper Due [Note: late papers will be penalized 0.2 grade points per day for lateness (five days late means an “A-“ paper becomes a “B-“ paper.)]

3 minute oral synopsis of research project due

Course evaluations completed

Approval Form (Due April 7)

Your Name: _________________________


E-Mail Address: _____________________

___________________________________        

___________________________________

Preliminary Topic for paper: ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Second Choice: ______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Why you are interested in this topic: _____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Ideas for sources and where they might be located (be specific about the kinds of sources): 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Instructor’s Comments:

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Looks Great ___          OK ___          Needs tighter focus ___          Revise and Resubmit ___    (by 4/19!)
