Minutes of September 12, 2007, Meeting of the University Faculty Senate (UFS) held at noon in the Merrick School of Business Dean’s Conference Room

Attendance
Present:  Tom Carney, CLA; Jessica Elfenbein, Associate Provost (guest); Bill Fryer, Law; Leigh Goodmark, Law; Fred Guy, CLA (Past President); Alan Lyles, CUSF (CLA); Rajesh Mirani, MSB; Dennis Pitta, MSB (President); Linda Randall, Associate Provost (guest); Lee Richardson, CUSF (MSB); Bansi Sawhney, MSB; Tim Sellers, Law; Richard Trotter, MSB; Wim Wiewel, Provost (guest); and Betsey Yarrison, CLA.

I.  Approval of Minutes

(a)  The proposed minutes for the meeting of May 9, 2007, were approved.

II. Update on UB Administrative and Academic Activities (W. Wiewel)

(a)  First Lower Division class was discussed.

(b)  The FY 09 budget was discussed.

(c)  Draft Academic Plan will be presented to the UFS soon.

(d)  Other matters related to administration were discussed.

III. Curriculum Review Committee (CRC) Report (Professor Yarrison)

(a)  The CRC met on September 11, 2007.

(b)  A report will be forthcoming.

IV. Engaged University Taskforce Report

(a)  The UFS received a report from Associate Provost Jessica Elfenbein on the work of the Engaged University Taskforce.    The Taskforce has prepared a Concept Paper (Sept. 2007) with a history of the project and recommended next steps.  The UFS unanimously endorsed the work of this Taskforce.  The Taskforce’s report will be posted on the UFS Network folder.     

V.  New Business

(a)  President Pitta, in response to a request by Professor Yarrison, with the unanimous vote of the UFS members present, appointed Professors Yarrison, Fryer and Rajesh Mirani to be a special committee that will make recommendations on the best way to initiate UFS policy changes on staggering the terms of UFS representatives.  In this review the options of making recommendations to the schools or proposing UFS Constitution changes will be considered.  This special committee will consider what other changes may be needed to the UFS Constitution.  There was no deadline set for this committee’s report.

Respectfully submitted,

William T. Fryer, III

UFS Secretary

November 13, 2007

APPROVED AT UFS MEETING ON DECEMBER 4, 2007
