Minutes of the University Faculty Senate (UFS)

Meeting on October 11, 2006

Attendance
Present: Tom Carney, Bill Fryer, Michele Gilligan, Fred Guy (presiding),  Alan Lyles, Joel Morse, Bansi Sawhney, Will Tress, Richard Trotter, Win Wiewel, and Betsey Yarrison. 

Absent:   Dennis Pitta and Lee Richardson.

Approval of Minutes
The proposed minutes of the September 6, 2006, UFS meeting, were approved, with amendments.  A copy of the approved minutes will be posted on the UFS web site.

Update on UB Administrative Activities (W. Wiewel)

1.  The Academic Plan Committee (APC) had its first meeting recently.  The UFS will hear more about the APC work in February or March 2007.  There will be a town hall meeting to help the APC gather information.  Alan Lyles, from the UFS, is on the APC.

2.   The Community Engagement Task Force has about 40 nominations.  The Task Force will meet soon.

3.  There was general discussion on how to improved faculty and staff communications, including the Daily Digest and the UB proposed budget.  In general, the comments indicated that the budget presentations were useful.  The format and scheduling of the budget presentations will be reviewed by the Provost.

Commencement Speakers Selection

1.  There was general discussion on the selection of commencement speakers.  It is not the UFS job to select commencement speakers.  The administration welcomes suggestions.

Board of Regents( Faculty Awards Nomination

1.  A special committee was formed to recommend faculty to receive the Regents( awards in teaching, scholarship and research, mentoring and service.  Fred Guy will chair this committee.  Bill Fryer  and Richard Trotter are on the committee.  The committee recommendations will be given to the Provost.  The selection process will follow the instructions in Chancellor Kirwin(s letter of September 15, 2006.

2.  The committee recommendations will be presented to the UFS meeting on November 8, 2006.   

Meeting with Middle State Accreditation Review Committee
1. UFS members were invited to meet with the committee that prepared the UB Self Study for the Middle State Commission on Higher Education  accreditation process.  The purpose of the meeting will be to gain input on the draft report.  The meeting will be held on October 26, 2006, from 3:30 p.m-  4:30 p.m. in room BC 003. 

Curriculum Review Committee (CRC)
1..  The actions of the UFS CRC were presented by its chair, Professor Gilligan.  The Provost(s web site, on the Curriculum page will post the minutes of the CRC meeting. 

CUSF 

1.  Alan Lyles reported that the following topics are under review by CUSF:

(a) Faculty benefits,

(b) Health care issues, and

(c) Flexible tenure

Old Business
1.  The UFS decided to post its minutes on the UFS web site.

New Business
1.  The UFS does not have an approved set of parliamentary rules.  The feasibility of adopting parliamentary rules will be considered.

Respectfully Submitted,

William T. Fryer, III

UFS Secretary

November 2, 2006
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