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GSS Meeting with Dean Thomas of CLA
Wednesday, March 4, 2009, 5:30pm – 6:30pm
Present: Yiyi (Holin) Hong, Kara Kunst, Lesley Lu, Amy Yu, Yiran Zhou

Guests: Dean Larry Thomas, Dr. Tom Darling

Minutes

I. Introductions

II. Current Initiatives

a. Co-sponsoring bike-lock rental program

b. NYC trip benefiting international exchange students

c. Earth day recycling
d. Status report on student clubs

e. Travel Awards – CLA students are taking advantage of the program

III. Recruitment

a. Desperately in  need of new members

b. GA luncheon 
c. The Dean will forward GSS letter to department chairs to encourage student participation
d. Consider weekend outreach activities, held jointly with the USS

IV. The Dean’s discussion of select CLA initiatives

a. Expanding undergraduate programs 
b. Adding foreign language programs
c. Developing hybrid courses with both in-class and online components

V. Discussion on graduate student participation
a. Students could benefit from program-specific organizations – more focused and relevant to their goals 
b. GSS needs to encourage students to fully utilize university resources; make it easier to form and run clubs/associations
c. Possible program-specific activities: speakers, professional networking, career development, job search techniques, etc.

d. Could the GSS reduce the number of officers but have more representatives/liaisons in each program? Students will have more points of access to GSS and possibly become more motivated to take on initiatives.
e. Ways to better serve evening and weekend students – evening events starting at 8pm, student service offices opening late, weekend events, etc.
VI. Planning for next meeting in April

a. Will follow up on today’s discussion 

b. Send list of issues to the Dean before meeting

