
 

 

DATE:   July 15, 2021 
 
TO:   Christine Spencer, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Baltimore  
 
FROM:  Steven Scalet, Director, Hoffberger Center for Professional Ethics  
 
RE:   Hoffberger Center for Professional Ethics End-of-Year Report, 2020-2021 
 
 
Dear Dean Spencer,  
 
This document provides an end-of-year report for the Hoffberger Center for Professional Ethics.  
 
Goals for 2020 – 2021 
 
This past year marked a point of great change for the Hoffberger Center with a new director 
appointment in October, 2020. There were three goals this academic year for the Center:  
 
(1) Increase the scholarly profile of the Hoffberger Center 
(2) Create a greater regional and national profile 
(3) Encourage more integration of the study of ethics and ethical dialogue across the University 
 
Activities for 2020 – 2021  
 
(1) Increase the scholarly profile of the Hoffberger Center  

 
- Hoffberger Center Hosts Inaugural International Conference: "Legitimate Decision-

Making in Times of Crisis" https://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/offices-and-
services/provost/reporting-units/hcpe/2021-virtual-conference.cfm 
 

- Author-Meets-Critics Series, Inaugeral Session, featuring Prof. Ronald Niezen, McGill 
University, with Ubalt faculty critics Ñusta Carranza Ko and Joshua Kassner. 
https://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/offices-and-services/provost/reporting-
units/hcpe/author-meets-critics-series.cfm 

 
- Author-Meets-Critics Series, featuring Prof. Firmin Debrabander, MICA, with Ubalt 

faculty critic Steven Scalet and Associate Dean Christopher Griffin (Northern Arizona 

https://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/offices-and-services/provost/reporting-units/hcpe/2021-virtual-conference.cfm
https://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/offices-and-services/provost/reporting-units/hcpe/2021-virtual-conference.cfm
https://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/offices-and-services/provost/reporting-units/hcpe/author-meets-critics-series.cfm
https://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/offices-and-services/provost/reporting-units/hcpe/author-meets-critics-series.cfm


University). http://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/offices-and-
services/provost/reporting-units/hcpe/author-meets-critics-series.cfm 

 
- Inaugural Appointment of Director of Research Fellows Program: Professor Josh 

Kassner. Appointment includes future development of Center Research Fellows.   
 
 
(2) Create greater regional and national profile  
 

- Regional High School Ethics Bowl draws largest bowl audience in Ubalt host history, 
including 16 teams with students from 10 area high schools. Appointed Daniel 
Gellasch as Director of the event : https://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/offices-and-
services/provost/reporting-units/hcpe/ethics-bowls.cfm 
 

- New Series on Leadership in Action, inaugurated with visit by Terri Freeman, 
Executive Director of the Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African American 
History and Culture. This series is designed to inspire dialogue in ethics and 
leadership across the University and region. This series expresses UBalt’s mission 
and practice of connecting the University with the Baltimore region and its 
institutions. 

 
- Ubalt Community Events: Are You a Citizen, or Are You a Consumer? A Conversation 

with Ron Williams, Education Manager and Resident Artist, The Lyric; Ubalt adjunct 
faculty.  

 
 
(3) Encourage more integration of the study of ethics and ethical dialogue across the University 
 

- Submitted CELTT-sponsored grant to revitalize IDIS 301: Ethical Issues in Business 
and Society. Grant awarded for summer cohort work that includes representatives 
from Yale Gordon College of Arts and Science, Merrick School of Business, College of 
Public Affairs, and School of Law. This Hoffberger-linked coursework is a primary 
mechanism for expressing the Hoffberger mission to integrate the study of ethics 
and ethical dialogue across the University. 
 

- Classroom Visits by the Hoffberger Director and Research Fellows Director to discuss 
ethics as it relates to specific disciplines.  

 
- Cross-college UBalt Ethics Bowl Team competes and places in top tier at Mid-Atlantic 

Regional InterCollegiate Competition. These successes relate to the future 
development of Hoffberger Ubalt Student Fellows.  

 
- Interviewed and hired two Social Media Interns to facilitate Hoffberger 

communications across campus.     

https://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/offices-and-services/provost/reporting-units/hcpe/ethics-bowls.cfm
https://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/offices-and-services/provost/reporting-units/hcpe/ethics-bowls.cfm


 
- Grant application for student scholarships submitted to the Hoffberger Foundation 
 
- Outreach with UBalt administrators to reintroduce the Hoffberger Center and 

establish new lines of communication.  
 
- Closer integration of the Hoffberger Center with the program in Philosophy, Law, 

and Ethics (PLE) – the only program on campus, distinctive across the United States, 
that incorporates ethics into its name as a central component of the major.  

 
- Emphasis on co-sponsored and co-organized events across College units. In this 

regard I especially wish to express my gratitude to Sascha Sheehan for his 
organizational skills with the Hoffberger Center and Monica Queen for her publicity 
and marketing work.  

 
 
Looking ahead  
 
The three goals for 2020-2021 highlight three areas of impact for the Hoffberger Center that 
guide longer-term planning for the Center: UBalt constituents, the Baltimore region, and 
national/international. The Hoffberger Center aims to reinforce and further develop the work 
from 2020-2021, as well as create improvements in social media, communications, Center 
organization.  
 
-- Event Planning thus far, AY 2021-22:  
 

Fall 2021 – Author-Meets-Critics with Dr. Alec Walen (Rutgers University) with  
comments from Dr. Michael Skerker (USNA); Dr. David Wasserman (NIH); Dr. 
Stephen Woodside (LTC) (USMA); and Dr. Yuan Yuan (NYU-Shanghai) 

 
Fall 2021 – Author-Meets-Critics with Dr. Sarah Federman (University of Baltimore).  

Critics TBA.  
 

Spring 2022 – Second Annual International Conference, “Ethics and Technology.” 
 
 
  



Appendix AY ’20-21: Good memories!  
 
October 26, 2020: Appointment of new Director, Hoffberger Center for Professional Ethics 
 
http://www.ubalt.edu/news/news-releases.cfm?id=3645 
 
November 6-7, 2020: Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl 
 

 
 

http://www.ubalt.edu/news/news-releases.cfm?id=3645


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



November 10, 2020: Inaugural Author-Meets-Critic Event 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



February 5, 2021: Inaugural International Conference 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

LEGITIMATE  
DECISION-MAKING 
IN TIMES OF CRISIS 

February 5th, 2021 
8:30am-4:15pm  

Philosophers and social scientists 
will speak to questions of legitimate 
decision-making in times of crises. 

Do crises alter the notion of 
legitimate decision-making? In a time 
of crisis, which decision-making form 
should be followed? These questions 

and more will be addressed in our 
virtual panel sessions.  

 

Co-Sponsors: 
Philosophy, Law, and Ethics (College of Arts and Sciences) 

School of Public and International Affairs (College of Public Affairs) 

Center for International and Comparative Law (School of Law) 

The Hoffberger Center of Professional Ethics 

announces its first annual conference: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 13, 2021: Maryland Regional High School Ethics Bowl 
 

Maryland Regional High School Ethics Bowl 

February 13th, 2021 

 

Welcome to the 2021 Maryland Regional High School Ethics Bowl!  

 

Our day will begin on Zoom in our Main Lobby Zoom Room. You will then be provided with information that 

allows you to enter the platform for your Round One competition, Round Two competition, etc. Spectators and 

invited guests may enter the Common Room and find further links to watch any particular competition or move in 

between.  

 

Click Here to Join the Main Lobby Zoom Room 

Or, through this information:  

Meeting ID: 977 6657 0558 

Passcode: 396959 

 

Each round’s team pairings will be randomly generated by the platform. At that moment, a special spectator link 

will be created, which will be posted in the chat of the Main Lobby Zoom room. If you have any questions or 

concerns, please direct a message to our director of the ethics bowl, Daniel Gellasch. Good luck, and have fun! 

 

Schedule: 

 

8:30 a.m.  Common Room Opens, Welcome 

    Prof. Steven Scalet, director, Hoffberger Center for Professional Ethics 

    Daniel Gellasch, director, Regional High School Ethics Bowl 

9:00 a.m.   Round One Begins 

10:00 a.m.  Round Two Begins 

11:00 a.m.   Round Three Begins 

12:00 p.m.   Lunch Break, with Keynote Speaker and Recognition at 12:30 p.m.  

Fred Guy, former director, Hoffberger Center and emeritus faculty, UB 

Cindy Myers, former Administrative Assistant, Hoffberger Center 

David Hoffberger, Representative from the Hoffberger Foundation 

1 p.m.   Finals 

2 p.m.   Awards and Adjournment 

 

 

Participating Teams: 

 

Gerstell Academy Team 1 

Gerstell Academy Team 2 

Liberty High School Team 1 

Liberty High School Team 2 

Mercy High School Team 1 

Mercy High School Team 2 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel High School 

Sparrows Point High School 

The Bryn Mawr School Team 1 

The Bryn Mawr School Team 2 

Baltimore PolyTechnic Institute Team 1 

Baltimore Polytechnic Institute Team 2 

Gonzaga Collegeßßß High School 

Thomas Jefferson High School Team 1 

Thomas Jefferson High School Team 2 

CHS (Independent Team) 

https://ubalt.zoom.us/j/93674974680?pwd=eVV0S3Zkd0RtWSttU2ZjSlBaL0pmZz09


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 25, 2021:  Second Author-Meets-Critic Event 

 
 



 
 
 
  



March 24, 2021: Leadership in Baltimore 
 

 
 

Leadership in Action: 
A Discussion with Terri Freeman, Executive Director of the Reginald F. Lewis 

Museum of Maryland African American History and Culture 



Wednesday, March 24 

12:30 p.m. | online via Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://ubalt.zoom.us/j/97766570558?pwd=YTlUNCtxbnNRbHdZelJzbjlyQlVFdz09 

Meeting ID: 977 6657 0558 

Passcode: 396959 

 

In celebration of Women’s History Month and Black History Month, the College of Arts and 

Sciences and the Hoffberger Center for Professional Ethics welcomes special guest Terri 

Freeman, the newly appointed executive director of the Reginald F. Lewis Museum of 

Maryland African American History and Culture. Join us to meet Ms. Freeman, learn about the 

Museum, and consider her insights about leadership and ethics in her professional role. A 

question-and-answer session will follow and all are invited to participate. We will also be giving 

away several FREE one-year memberships to the Reginald F. Lewis Museum during the 

event! 

 

This event is free and open to the public. Students are especially encouraged to attend. 

 

 
 
  

https://ubalt.zoom.us/j/97766570558?pwd=YTlUNCtxbnNRbHdZelJzbjlyQlVFdz09


April 22, 2021: Hoffberger Center Community event with Ron Williams 
 

 
 
  



May 1, 2021: Hoffberger Cohort Formed to Revitalize IDIS 302 Ethics in Business and Society 
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