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Internship at Bancroft Press Publishing Company – Fall 2011 

   

I had the opportunity to intern at Bancroft Press Publishing Company in Reisterstown this fall 

semester. I went in for an interview in May to meet with the owner, Bruce Bortz. I was very nervous 

about this because I have absolutely no experience with the publishing and editing world. However, 

after meeting with Bruce, my fears subsided because he was a very kind and welcoming individual. But 

once the end of August came around and the start of my internship was upon me, the nerves came back 

with full force. 

 Driving to Bancroft on the first official day of my internship was nerve-racking to say the least. I 

felt completely outside of my comfort zone and had no idea what to expect. I thought I would be thrown 

into a sea of editing and publishing with no life preserver, not having the faintest idea what I was doing 

(and if I was doing it well). Thankfully, this was not the case, and the first few weeks went smoothly 

thanks to Bruce giving me simple and straight-forward assignments. 

 After about a week or so of getting my feet wet, I was given my first manuscript to edit entitled 

“Myth of Innocence.” Prior to this, I edited an adult friendly nursery rhyme but this new manuscript 

proved to be the real deal. At about 320 pages long, I spent day after day marking up and line editing 

this large novel. When I was given the assignment, I felt ready for it. Bruce had allowed me to test the 

publishing waters by looking through some publishing magazines, and then allowing me to travel even 



further into the editing world with that first nursery rhyme manuscript. But now, with “Myth of 

Innocence” in front of me, I felt that this was my first real encounter with editing in the publishing 

world. 

 Bruce had edited the first 30 pages so that I had some sort of guide to help me along on what I 

should be on the lookout for. Yet, as I was about halfway through editing, I felt very self-conscious. I felt 

that I had no right to be editing this author’s novel. He spent countless hours thinking up this story and 

piecing it together only to have some intern mark it up and say it needs to be fixed. I was constantly 

second guessing myself. At the end of one of the days, I brought this to Bruce’s attention. He mentioned 

that everyone starts somewhere and that the job of the editor is to fix what he or she thinks is wrong 

with the manuscript. This helped me focus on the job and not what the author may or may not think of 

my edits. I trudged on and got through this first round of edits. 

 After I was finished, I felt very relieved and satisfied with the work I had accomplished on editing 

my first manuscript. Bruce had looked over my edits and said that he thought I did a good job. This was 

very encouraging. I thought that was pretty much it for this novel. Sure, I knew that there would have to 

be some more fine-tuning but surely nothing too drastic. I was wrong. The next thing I had to do was go 

through the manuscript and input the edits I did on the hard copy into the computer copy. After a few 

days of doing this, Bruce looked over the manuscript and made his own edits. I went back into the 

computer copy and inserted his edits. This went on and on for a good amount of time. 

 After this, Bruce asked me to go in and make some changes with character confusion, dialogue 

structure, and to even draft some of my own narrative material in order to give some background and 

insight for some characters and scenarios. I was excited about this. I enjoyed editing, but writing my own 

narrative material to add to the story in an attempt to make it better was very exciting. What was even 



more exciting to me was that the author chose to keep the material that I added in the final version of 

the novel. 

 I was able to do things I had no idea I would have the opportunity to do. I truly appreciate my 

time interning at Bancroft Press because it threw me out of my comfort zone and taught me about 

editing. It taught me that to be a good editor, one has to edit. One has to edit over and over, even if it is 

the same novel. Bruce had mentioned to me on one of the first days that editing was like a funnel: the 

mistakes become smaller and smaller as long as the editor knows what they’re doing. When I first 

started, I really didn’t have a great grasp on what it was that I was doing. I was learning through being 

handed an assignment. I learned through experience. I know that I am now a better editor and writer 

thanks to my time interning at Bancroft Press Publishing Company. 

 My time spent at Bancroft over this past semester was truly a learning experience for me. Bruce 

Bortz gave great instruction and feedback on the assignments I worked on. I was able to try my hand at 

everything from movie pitches, editing, narrative drafting, marketing aspects, character development, 

and much more. Much of what I learned, I learned as I went along. I found this to be unnerving at first 

but, overtime, it became very helpful because it made me think on my feet and allowed my ideas and 

instincts to kick in. I learned that to make a good book, a good editor is required. But to make a great 

book, a great editor is required. The business of publishing and editing is in the details, it takes time to 

make a great product. Bancroft Press does just that. I am thankful for the time I spent there and the 

knowledge I walked away with. 

 

  

 

 

  


