
“The Bind of Isaac” (audio drama)—excerpt    

 

 SOUND:  FADE IN MUZAC. 

PSYCH #1: Kaczinski. 

PSYCH #2: Who? 

PSYCH #1: The Unabomber. 

PSYCH #2: Oh. 

PSYCH #1: Paranoid Schizophrenic.  Textbook case.  It's up to 

him to save the world.  In his case it's about 

technology.  With this guy, it's about religion.   

 SOUND:  FADE OUT MUZAC. 

THE BOY: Sometimes I think it was my fault.  I didn't have to 

go with him.  I didn't have to carry the wood up to 

the campsite.  I didn't have to lie there, knowing 

what he intended to do.   

 SOUND:  OFF-MIKE SHOFAR BLAST: “SHEVARIM” [THREE BLASTS]. 

THE BOY: (CONT’D) I didn't have to believe him. 

 SOUND:  FADE IN MUZAC. 

PSYCH #1: The very fact of victimization is shameful in our 

society, especially for men.  People tend to blame the 

victim.  

 SOUND:  CROSSFADE MUZAC TO COURTROOM AMBIENCE. 

LAWYER #2:Excuse me, your honor, with all due respect to my 

learned colleague here, the merciful but all knowing 

father that he talks about is an old man; he can 

barely get around.  The son, on the other hand, is a 

strapping young man.  And yet counsel here would have 



you believe that this father had absolute physical 

control over his son.  That just doesn't make sense, 

your honor.  The only way this event could have 

occurred would have been if the boy bought into it; he 

may even have facilitated the event. 

 SOUND:  FADE OUT COURTROOM AMBIENCE. 

THE BOY: They told me it was from the snake bite; they told me 

that after the snake bit me, my father had to make a 

cut there to get the poison out. 

 SOUND:  FADE IN BACKGROUND MUZAC. 

PSYCH #3: Often in these situations, family members are 

complicit in weaving a mythic tapestry --however 

unconsciously or subconsciously-- to excuse or cover 

hostile feelings and violent behaviors.  I think that 

may well be what we're seeing here with this snakebite 

story. 

 SOUND:  FADE OUT BACKGROUND MUZAC. 

THE BOY: He'd changed his name.  I remember that. I don't 

remember it; it happened long before I was born.  But 

I remember them talking about it; I remember the 

pictures and the letters and the immigration papers 

with that other name on it.  He wouldn't talk about 

it, except to say that that other person was dead and 

that other place had never existed.   
 


