
You will complete UB’s required 
general education courses at JCI in 
two to three years, studying part 
time. Following your release, you 
can complete the degree program 
at UB. You’ll also have the option 
to minor in entrepreneurship.

While you are at JCI, you may be 
eligible to have your tuition paid 
for through the U.S. Department 
of Education’s Second Chance Pell 
Grant Program.

a partnership between the 
University of Baltimore and  
Jessup Correctional Institution

The University 
of Baltimore’s 
Second Chance 
College Program

Begin your 
Bachelor of Arts 
in Community 
Studies and Civic 
Engagement at JCI; 
complete it at  
the University  
of Baltimore.

Contact:
Andrea Cantora, assistant professor
School of Criminal Justice   
University of Baltimore
1420 N. Charles St.
Baltimore, MD 21201

410.837.5352
prisoncollegeprogram@ubalt.edu

Want more information?



This program will prepare you to work in the  
nonprofit sector in such areas as:

• arts and culture

• community development

• health and wellness

• housing

• recreation

• social justice

• social services

• youth development.

You’ll gain experience in:

• board development

• business processes

• fundraising

• historical research

• management

• program planning.

The program requires 120 college credits (or 
approximately 40 courses):

•  general education: 43 credits (14 courses) that 
include a range of writing, math, arts and  
science courses

•  degree requirements: 42 credits (14 courses) of 
courses that are specific to community studies  
and civic engagement

     Most students will take these courses at UB; students who remain 
incarcerated will be able  to take these courses at JCI. 

•  electives: 35 credits (12 courses) of your choice from 
any discipline (i.e. psychology, philosophy, criminal 
justice, English, etc.).

Am I eligible?

You are eligible to apply if you:  

• are an active participant in the JCI Scholar Program

• have a high school diploma or GED 

•  have a record of participating in education or other 
programs at JCI 

• submit a strong personal statement.

Preference will be given to  students who have a 
parole eligibility date within five years of the program 
start date but have at least one full year remaining on 
their sentences (or parole eligibility).

The Community Studies and 
Civic Engagement program has 
taught me to be patient, punctual 
and humble, and I’ve learned so 
much about nonprofit work and 
how much dedication and time it 
takes to complete initiatives and 
get funding. The program helped 
me develop time-management 
and organizational-leadership 
skills, and UB’s connections in 
the community have exposed 
me to many internships, service-
learning opportunities and 
community partnerships. 

After I graduate, I plan to 
pursue my master’s degree in 
higher education and eventually 
work in student affairs while 
continuing to volunteer and 
maybe even sit on the board of 
a nonprofit. I am grateful for my 
experience at UB and happy that 
I chose the Community Studies 
and Civic Engagement major.”

“
What is Community 
Studies and  
Civic Engagement?

—Teisha M.


