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The Rosenberg Dialogue Series:  

 A Selection from 2003 – 2013 

2003  Lessons Learned and the Future of Private Management of Public Schools 

2004  Addressing the Obesity Crisis 

  Revitalizing Baltimore City Housing and Communities 

  Combating Bioterrorism at the Local Level 

2005  The Digital Divide: Growing or Going Away 

  Addressing Employment Through Job Creation 

  The Cultural and Economic Contribution of the Arts: Performing Arts 

2006 The Cultural and Economic Contribution of the Arts: Cinema 

2007 Immigration and Baltimore's Economy:  

                      The Impact of Workers & Entrepreneurs 

  Weight and Wellness: Obesity from Public Policy Perspectives 

2008 Social Entrepreneurs, Public-Private Partnerships and Community  

       Development: The Example of Station North 
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The Rosenberg Dialogue Series:  

 A Selection from 2003 – 2013 

2009 The Promise and Challenges of Redevelopment    

  in a Weak Market Neighborhood 

  An Overview of the Economy:  

   Maryland, Baltimore and the Economic Stimulus 

2010 Early Experiences Post Health Care Reform 

2011 Health Care Reform, Comparative Effectiveness &Value:  

   Public-Private Stakeholders and the Patient Centered Outcomes 

  Research Institute   

2012 Access to Pharmaceutical Products and Services for Underserved  

  Populations: Public and Private Sector Roles in the USA & India 

2013 Public – Private Partnerships in an Age of Austerity:  

                                State-Local and Federal-State Dynamics 
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John Callahan, PhD 

Executive In Residence & Program Director 

School of Health and Human Services 

Dr. Callahan has more than 25 years of public service with the federal government, 

with his last assignment being that of assistant secretary of management and budget for 

the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services from 1995-2001. His summary 

impression is that during that time, he never ceased to be impressed with the work of 

dedicated civil servants who come from all walks of life but who have an enduring 

commitment to the task at hand. 

 

That is one of the reasons why Dr. Callahan is so enthused to teach at the University of 

Baltimore. "Knowledge That Works" is our tagline, and our students and faculty live up 

to that maxim every day. Teaching in both the Health Systems Management and the 

Public Administration programs, Dr. Callahan has been most impressed with the 

students’ commitment to their educational pursuits even as they work and often raise 

families, as well. 
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John Willis, JD 

Executive In Residence 

School of Public and International Affairs 
From 1995 to 2003, Mr. Willis served as secretary of state of Maryland and was  

deeply involved at the state and national levels in election reform issues. He  

chaired Maryland's Special Committee on Voting Systems and Election Procedures,  

which led to landmark legislation and implementation of election reform measures  

in 2001. I also served on the Commission to Revise the Election Code, which  

modernized and recodified Maryland's election laws. 

 

Mr. Willis has conducted extensive research on Maryland political history,  

elections and demographics and authored several publications and significant reports.  

He wrote Presidential Elections in Maryland, was a contributing author to  

Western Maryland: A Profile and co-authored the book, Maryland Government  

and Politics, by the University of Nebraska press as part of a series  

(http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Maryland-Politics-and-Government,674904.aspx ). 

 

Mr. Willis has been a frequent contributor to broadcast and print media and has  

testified on numerous occasions before federal and state legislative and executive  

committees. Before the passage of the Help America Vote Act, he was invited to  

present testimony to the U.S. Senate Governmental Affairs Committee and Committee  

on Commerce, Science and Technology and to the Congressional Black Caucus. 

 

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Maryland-Politics-and-Government,674904.aspx
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ROSENBERG LECTURE 

REMARKS 

MARCH 30, 2013 

John Callahan, PhD 



FIRST PRINCPLES 

• The social contract is embedded in our founding 
documents: 

• “All men are created equal … endowed with certain 
unalienable rights .. Life, liberty and pursuit of 
happiness.. (Declaration of Independence) 

• “We the people to form a more perfect Union … 
(to) promote the general welfare,… (for) ourselves 
and our Posterity” (Constitution – Preamble) 
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ARE WE KEEPING THE SOCIAL 

CONTRACT? 

• Are the national government and the private 

sector maintaining the social contract, most 

especially for the middle class? 

• Let’s look at (1) fiscal policy, (2) wages and 

income security, (3) education, (4) health 

care, and (5) inequality. 

• What’s the recent record here? 
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FISCAL POLICY 
• We have come to the brink on the debt limit, 

funding the government with the prospect of 
shutting the government down and defaulting on 
the full faith and credit of the United States 
government. 

• A meat axe sequester of federal spending is now 
in effect. 

• Dysfunctional government is the order of the 
day. 
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BASIC ECONOMICS 

• We have just gone through the “Great 

Recession” and are now in a “jobless 

Recovery” 

• Current high unemployment may continue 

through 2016. 

• Banks are regarded as “Too Big to Fail” and 

by some as “Too Big to Jail” 
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Wages/Income Security 

• 1/6 of those 55-64 are unemployed or in 
contingent work - $100 billion/lost wages 

• Between 1973-2011 productivity increased by 
80.1 percent; wages and benefits by 10 percent. 

• Corporations now sitting on $1.9 trillion in 
“cash” but are still reluctant to hire. 

• 59,000 factories and production facilities shut 
down between 2001-2011. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 

• State-local appropriations for higher education 
dropped from $8.6 billion in 2001 to $5.9  
billion in 2012 

• Student loan debt in lowest quintile of 
population now consumes 24% of household 
income. 

• “ U.S. is only country where attainment levels 
of 25-34 (entrants) do not exceed those 55-64 
(departing). (OECD) 
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RETIREMENT 

• Only 33% of all workers in firms of more than 100 

people were in lifetime pensions plans financed by 

employers, down from 84 % in 1980. 

• By mid 2000’s employees paid 51% of their 

retirement costs. 

• 401 (k)’s are the new normal – the new world of 

defined contribution plans. 
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HEALTH CARE 
• 48.6 Million Americans still without health 

insurance in 2011 (15.7% of population) 

• 18% of those employed by large companies got 
fully paid health insurance in 2005, down from 
70% in 1980. 

• We spend 2.8 trillion on health care, 27 percent 
more per capita than other developed countries. 
(See Steven Brill, “Bitter Pill”) 
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 INEQUALITY 

• In U.S. the ratio of the income in the top 10% 

to the bottom 10% is 15.9 (twice as high as 

Finland, Germany, and South Korea) 

• The top 1 percent of all Americans have 40% 

of all wealth in the country compared to 1% 

for the bottom 40%. (New Economics 

Institute) 

• “ The New Gilded Age?” 
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SUMMING UP 

• The social contract is certainly frayed if not 

broken. 

• What can be done?  

• Let’s try more focus on job creation, more 

fairness in taxation, reducing excess costs , 

responsible regulation, and greater 

“sacrifice/responsibility” by all. 
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John Willis, JD 

Executive In Residence 

School of Public and International Affairs 
From 1995 to 2003, Mr. Willis served as secretary of state of Maryland and was  

deeply involved at the state and national levels in election reform issues. He  

chaired Maryland's Special Committee on Voting Systems and Election Procedures,  

which led to landmark legislation and implementation of election reform measures  

in 2001. I also served on the Commission to Revise the Election Code, which  

modernized and recodified Maryland's election laws. 

 

Mr. Willis has conducted extensive research on Maryland political history,  

elections and demographics and authored several publications and significant reports.  

He wrote Presidential Elections in Maryland, was a contributing author to  

Western Maryland: A Profile and co-authored the book, Maryland Government  

and Politics, by the University of Nebraska press as part of a series  

(http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Maryland-Politics-and-Government,674904.aspx ). 

 

Mr. Willis has been a frequent contributor to broadcast and print media and has  

testified on numerous occasions before federal and state legislative and executive  

committees. Before the passage of the Help America Vote Act, he was invited to  

present testimony to the U.S. Senate Governmental Affairs Committee and Committee  

on Commerce, Science and Technology and to the Congressional Black Caucus. 
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Supplemental Material 


