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DOCUMENT 0 - SUMMARY PROPOSAL 

College: Law I Department: Law ( Cost Code: 
Contact Person: Cheryl Cudzilo / Phone: 4457 I Effective Semester: Fall 2006 

0-2: Set forth the rationale for the proposal: Students will build on the skills that they have learned in the LARW program. Students will 
improve their research and writing skills by writing an appellate brief and will hone their oral argument skills in the appellate setting through 
moots and oral arguments in competition. Students will have an opportunity to conduct research on novel and unsettled issues in family 1 ,  

0-1: Briefly describe what is requested: Creation of a new non-classroom credit activity 

For new courses or changes in existing courses (needed by Registrar): 
New Title: Domenick L. Gabrielli National 
Family Law Moot Court Competition 

0-4 lmpact including OTS and Library resources (Complete a orb) 

0-3 Resources Needed: 

Personnel Equipment Expendables Facility TOTAL 
Costs COSTS 

a) lmpact was reviewed. All impacted units were contacted and understandings worked out. No unit objects to the proposal as 
currently submitted. The units contacted were: 

Title #: 

Start-up First Year I $ 

b) lmpact was reviewed. All objections were worked out except those documented in attachments. Units contacted were: 

Credits: 2 

Course Abbreviation: Family Law Moot Court Competition 

Department Chair Signature Date 

Old Title: 

$ - 
Annual Thereafter 1 $ 

Title #: 

$ 

Credits: 

Indicate probable source of additional funds, if needed: 
$ 

$ $ 
$ $ $ 



Prepared by: Professor Leigh Goodmark 

Application for Approval of Non-Classroom Credit Activity: 

Domenick L. Gabrielli National Family Law Moot Court Competition 

Description of Activity 

Currently, the University of Baltimore School of Law offers students 14 opportunities 
to participate in various moot court competitions for credit. Last year, at the 
suggestion of former Chair of the Moot Court Board Tamara Sanders, University of 
Baltimore Students began participating in the Domenick L. Gabrielli National Family 
Law Moot Court Competition, but did not receive credit for the activity. Given our 
strong offerings in family law and the number of students who choose the Family 
Law concentration, adding a family law moot court team seemed a natural choice for 
our students. The Gabrielli National Family Law Moot Court Competition is 
sponsored by the Moot Court Board of Albany Law School. Teain inembers are 
required to prepare and submit an appellate brief to the competition and to compete in 
oral arguments, held in Albany, NY. Prior to the con~petition, students participate in 
a number of inoot arguments judged by faculty, Maryland judges, practitioners, and 
other community members. 

Credit Hours 

Students will receive 2 credits for participating. 

Prerequisites 

Team inembers must participate in the coilsolidated Moot Court competition. 

Estimate of number of students to be involved in activity 

Teams will consist of two to three students. 

Content Outline 

After the moot court problem is released to the coaches, students are required to 
research and write a brief for the competition. The problems used by this competition 
are open research problems; students are required to conduct substantial research 
I~eyond the information prvvided by lho problem. Faci~ltp men?he~-s are not permitted 
to provide assistance with that brief. Writing the brief takes approximately 90 hours 
of collaborative student work. After the brief has been completed and submitted to 
the competition, students begin an intensive program of mock oral arguments judged 
by faculty coaches and other faculty members, judges and other practitioners in the 
community. Tlu-ough these mock arguments, students receive feedback both on the 
substailce of their arguments and on their oral advocacy skills. Students also seek the 



assistance of members of the faculty and other practitioners to better understand the 
legal underpinnings of the arguments that they will make during the competition. The 
experience culininates in the Gabrielli National Family Law Moot Court Competition, 
held in February at Albany Law School. Students participate in 2 first round 
arguments before learning whether they will advance in the competition. Students 
inay participate in as many as 6 arguments during the course of the competition. 

Learning Goals 

Students will build on the skills that they have learned in the LARW program. 
Students will improve their research and writing skills by writing an appellate brief 
and will hone their oral argument skills in the appellate setting through moots and 
oral arguments in competition. Students will have an opportunity to co~lduct research 
on novel and unsettled issues in family law. 

Assessment Strategies 

Students' performance will be assessed by examining their briefs and observing and 
critiquing their oral arguments. The faculty coaches will be responsible for assessing 
student performance and will solicit input from the guest judges who participate in 
mock arguments. This is -the standard means of assessment of moot court teams. 

Text 

There is no text for this activity. 

Suggested Concentrations 

This course should be included in the Family Law concentration. 

Faculty Sponsors 

Leigh Goodmark will serve as the faculty sponsor for this team; Tamara Sanders, an 
adjunct, will co-coach the teain. Professor Goodmark will be responsiblc for 
conducting the evaluation for credit determination based on her assessment of the 
brief submitted by the team and the team's participation both in practices leading up 
to the competition and in the competition itself. 

Similar Activities 

The University of Baltimore School of Law currently participates in 14 appellate 
nloot court competitions in a number of different subject matter areas. No other moot 
court team participates in a family law competition or related topic area competition. 
Each of these teams receives credit for participating in this activity. Awarding credit 
to moot court teams recognizes the substantial time and work commitment 
participating in moot court entails. Writing a moot court brief is similar to writing a 



paper for a seminar class, and the brief is only half of the work required by the 
competition; the oral argument conlponeilt requires a tremendous commitment of 
time and effort. 

School Goals Achieved Through Participation in this Activity 

Moot court competitions provide our students with the opportunity to refine their 
brief writing and appellate advocacy skills and to test those skills against law students 
from across the country. Participating in the Gabrielli National Family Law Moot 
Court Competition will provide students focusing on fanlily law with an activity 
specifically tailored to their interests and will complement the other courses currently 
offered in the Family Law Concentration. Participating will also show other schools 
the depth of our commitment to family law and may raise our profile among students 
interested in pursuing family law as a career. Additionally, this activity provides 
students with an unparalleled opportunity to interact with practitioners and judges in 
the field in which students may hope to work. 




