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1. Purpose 

The University of Baltimore complies with relevant United States Department of Education, 

Middle States Commission on Higher Education, and State of Maryland regulations 

pertaining to the assignment of credit hours and credit hours required for degree attainment.  

 

2. Policy on credit hours in degrees 

Consistent with COMAR 13B.02.02.16, bachelor’s degrees require the successful completion 

of at least 120 semester credit hours, graduate degrees require at least 30 semester credit 

hours successfully completed, and doctoral degrees require at least two years of study 

beyond the master’s degree and a dissertation. The juris doctor degree requires the successful 

completion of the requirements to become a practitioner in law, including a designated 

number of semester credit hours. Undergraduate and post-baccalaureate certificates require 

at least 12 semester credit hours, and post-master’s and post-JD certificates require at least 

12 semester credit hours beyond the master’s degree or the JD. 

 

3. Policy defining the credit hour 

The University of Baltimore defines a credit hour as COMAR 13B.02.02.16 does: 

a) A minimum of 15 hours, of 50 minutes each of actual class time, exclusive of 
registration, study days, and holidays;  

b) A minimum of 30 hours, of 50 minutes each of supervised laboratory or studio time, 
exclusive of registration, study days, and holidays;  

c) A minimum of 45 hours, of 50 minutes each of instructional situations such as practica, 
internships, and cooperative education placements, when supervision is ensured and 
learning is documented; or  

d) Instruction delivered by electronic media based on the equivalent outcomes in student 
learning in §3a-c and may include a combination of telelessons, classroom instruction, 
student consultation with instructors, and readings, when supervision is ensured and 
learning is documented. 

4.  The School of Law follows this definition but may add additional criteria as required by the 
American Bar Association. 

 



 

5. Course developers will take into consideration that for each credit hour as defined above, 
students should engage in approximately two hours of outside study for each class session so 
that to earn a credit hour, a student has approximately 45 hours of coursework addressing 
and demonstrating student learning in defined learning outcomes appropriate to the course 
level, discipline, and content. 
 

6. Equivalent outcomes in student learning for online and hybrid courses, as noted in §3d 
above, will 

a. Reflect differences, as appropriate, in delivery method, measurements of student 
work, type and amount of instructional supervision, academic calendar, degree 
level, and/or discipline; and  

b. Be based on expectations for the amount of time students need to complete 
assigned activities for a particular course, including reading course content, 
participating in online discussions or e-mailed or posted submissions; and  

c. Take into consideration the time required of course faculty and students to 
participate in online discussions and individual student-faculty online 
interactions. 

 
7. The University of Baltimore follows the standard academic calendar of the University 

System of Maryland, with a fall and spring semester of approximately 15 weeks. Summer 
session, intercession, and other terms may be available that approximate the instructional 
time and out-of-class work offered through a semester-long course or such terms will vary 
credit hours awarded accordingly and consistent with COMAR 13B.02.02.16. 
 

 


