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I.  Statement of Purpose 
The current accelerated bachelor’s to master’s policy does not indicate how the GPA should be calculated (just UB or cross-
institutional? What about very old credits that may have been much lower?), does not indicate how many credits or of what kind are 
required prior to application for the accelerated program (apply prior to 90? how many upper-division credits are required prior to entry 
and are any special grades needed? How many credits in the major?). In working to develop a standard application and partnerships 
with other USM schools, the gaps became more apparent and so did the need for more consistency in policy and practice. 
  
II.  Current Policy (If proposal is a revision or discontinuance)  It can be attached if too lengthy.  Include date of original adoption if available.   
See Undergraduate Catalog, page 50 and also 60, 63-64,  
 

IV. Other (who was consulted, definition of terms, etc.) 
 
Associate deans, some program directors, assistant deans 

III. Proposed Policy (including authority for policy waiver, exclusions, or sanctions, if any) can be attached if too lengthy. 
 
See attached 



REVISED ACCELERATED BACHELOR’S/MASTER’S PROGRAMS  

Some graduate programs at the University provide accelerated pathways for exceptional undergraduate 
students of recognized academic ability and educational maturity. To qualify for an accelerated pathway 
at UB, students must have an undergraduate grade point average of at least 3.5, with at least 15 credits 
earned at UB, and be admissible to the graduate program to which they are applying for the accelerated 
option. The undergraduate GPA is calculated using all graded collegiate credits attempted at UB and 
other institutions over the past five years. At least fifteen credits must be upper-division credits (300-
level or above). Individual programs may require a certain number of credits to be upper-division credits 
in the major and for those credits to achieve a certain grade point average. Students should apply for 
the accelerated option prior to beginning the last 30 credits of their bachelor’s degree so that if 
accepted, they may attempt the graduate credits during the last 30 credits of that degree. Students may 
not apply before they have successfully complete at least 75 credits, and the grade point average for 
acceptance will not be calculated until at least 87 credits have been completed. Students interested in 
an accelerated option should consult with an adviser as soon as possible. 

Students admitted to the accelerated option may earn up to nine graduate credits within the last 30 
credits of the bachelor’s degree that may be applied to both the student’s bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees if the student remains continuously enrolled. The program generally requires or advises that 
specific courses be taken for the nine credits. The student must maintain a 3.5 grade-point average in 
undergraduate courses and earn at least a 3.0 in the graduate courses to remain in the pathway. 
Programs may opt not to accept course credits toward the graduate degree if the student did not earn 
at least a 3.0 in the course. University of Baltimore students in an accelerated pathway pay 
undergraduate tuition rates for the graduate courses that are completed prior to completion of the 
bachelor’s degree. (Students from other institutions who participate in an articulated 
bachelor’s/master’s accelerated program will pay the tuition rate identified in the articulation 
agreement.)  Permission of the undergraduate and graduate program directors and of the assistant dean 
of the college where the program is located will be required as part of admission to the accelerated 
pathway.  Students should be aware that graduate courses applied to both undergraduate and graduate 
degrees at the University may not transfer as graduate credits to another institution. 
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