
This is thee 25 year anniversary of the Hoffberger Center. It was created by Royd 
Hoffberger and Katherine Vera who was our provost-an to initially interest business 
students in discussing ethics before they go out into the work place. To be 
forewarned is to be forearmed. So when they practice business or when they go into 
the business field they will be more aware of the kind of ethical issues that are going 
to arise there and maybe have some idea of the way they themselves may address 
those issues.  
 
Over the past 25 years we have really grown form probably just doing two or three 
programs a year to a calendar now that includes 12-15 activities, programs, events 
annually. 
 
I don’t think ethics has changed but I do think the topics have changed a little bit and 
that has to mainly do with the increase in social technology. But we are also going to 
see the challenges in medical technology, military technology where we can do a 
number of things but the questions for us…ought we to do these…are these the 
ethical things to do?  
 
There’s over sees organ transplant shopping. Tourist can go over seas and get an 
organ transplant in India, or you can find a surrogate mother and she can have a 
baby for you all at a discount price.  
 
I think fundamentally one of our major problems will be our emergence of new 
technologies in these areas. As far as ethics itself I’ve always said human nature 
hasn’t changed in thousands of years that we are all still…..As Plato said, “Beings that 
are reasonable, passionate, and have appetites” and that’s never going to change I 
think. It’s just how we use those three capacities to respond to the external events 
that keep changing in our lives. And I say to the students in class were not here to 
change your morals, this is not Sunday school. We don’t have the answers to all the 
questions. But what we want you to do is to learn to think well for yourself about 
what the good life may be for you and what may be ethical for you in your own 
personal, professional life. 
 
To the extent that we can increase their critical thinking, their moral perspective, 
and their general outlook, not only in this county, but around the world, we think we 
have achieved some of our goals.   


