
Well I am delighted to be on the Supreme Court but I’m not partially delighted with 
the Supreme Courts direction. Now we work for years and years.  
 
My name is Lenneal Henderson and I teach in the college of public affairs at the 
University of Baltimore. Now getting inside someone’s head that your trying to 
portray is quite challenging so you have to resolve that what your doing is not 
imitating the character but interpreting the character. And so it gives you a little 
license to put your own sort of speculation about how he would have done or said 
something in a given moment.  
 
Wherever you leave out your payphone now look at all these people we have in jail a 
large number of who are people of color and young people. Now that’s not just bad 
for them, its bad for the country. And consider how much money we put into 
highways and roadways and info structure that is designed to circumvent the 
poorest neighbors in our cities, the poorest areas in our country, so you are actually 
paying for your discrimination. How much longer do you want to pay?  
 
My collogue at the University of Maryland Law school, Larry Gibson, just wrote a 
wonderful book called Young Thurgood, about the first thirty years of Thurgood 
marshal life and it is thoroughly research, well done and so its led me to sort of alter 
the performance a little bit especially in reference to his first thirty years.  
 
So part of what we’ve tried to get across in our cases in our briefs, and in our 
advocacy is an understanding that thee removal of racism from our society removal 
of sexism and any form of discrimination actually is an investment in the 
development of the country.  
 
A surprisingly very little video. There was a biography did a wonderful biography of 
him but the actual shots of Thurgood talking are pretty limited. And there was this 
instinct of Mike Wallace is interviewing him in the 1950’s. They found an old cinema 
scope there and you get some sense of the man from there. But it is very very 
difficult to find footage.   
 
I would argue as I did in the brown decision that do we want America to be known 
as a propoited democracy with a cast system where colors are here and everyone 
else is some place else. Is that the kind of democracy we want to perpetrate?  
 
Well we discovered a lot of the story telling and tails about the way he would 
approach his cases. He would deal with a lot of southern sheriffs and law 
enforcement officials by telling stories and this would soften them up a little bit. And 
so we wanted to incorporate that feature there because I think it was part of his 
personality and part of his strategy. 
 
While helping to write the Kenyon constitution I instated with the Kenyon’s on 
making sure that the white minority in Kenya, if they were going to be citizens of 



that country had rights that were protected just as we tried to protect the rights of 
colored minorities in the United States.  


