
It’s about ten o’clock in the morning. And I’m on Jamaica Avenue, looking for jobs, 
you just walk into store. Hello, you got a job? Any kind of job. At the time everybody 
was looking for a job. So the next thing I know here these guys come in a patty 
wagon.  
 
Sixty eight. Just, um, look you over. You look good enough. Pick you up, put you in 
the truck and you go down to Brooklyn where they inducted you. And once you 
cross that wall your in. Protestors all over the place. You know you try not to go.  
 
Fort Poke, Louisiana. Hot, humid, sweaty, snakes, jungles, training. A replica, actually 
of Vietnam.  
 
Well, uh, recon mission involved uh just a few men to out and look over the terrain, 
searching to see where the enemy is, finding some and hope they don’t see you 
because if they see you they will kill you.  
 
It was a part of me that said, rest and recuperation, no, I’m not going to do it because 
I know what most guys do. They go to Saigon, they go to Bangkok and they just uh, 
you know have a lot of fun. And when they come back they have lost thee, what you 
need to have in mind to be a soldier. Because I felt that if I did I wouldn’t make it.  
 
I think one way that um those of us that have been directly involved and affected by 
war seek counseling. But to help somebody that has been in the thick and thin of 
war, it’s not an easy thing. You have to, it’s always sometimes it’s good to have 
someone who have been in the same condition. They will understand a lot better.  
 
Focus back into this civilian life. A lot of people in the civilian life have no idea what 
a man who has been in a war has gone through. They have no idea.   
 
Yea some would like to go back to Vietnam to see what the country looks like. It’s 
been forty years. Yea I would like to go and see if uh the country remained. The 
damages we have done. If they were still there, if they were renovated. Ya know 
down to the Mekong Delta…yea.  


