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I.  Statement of Purpose 
The University of Baltimore offers both stand-alone and stackable certificates. Regulation does not require that stackable certificates 
be completed before taking other courses in the “parent” degree. Thus, stackable certificates can be implemented in different ways to 
achieve different goals. There are policy gaps that could be filled to clarify certificate issues for students, advisors, and others. Can 
credits be transferred in? When can one be in a certificate and a master’s and when not? Etc. Individual certificate programs have 
policies, but some more umbrella language could be useful for keeping students out of courses that may not count for financial aid. (In 
parallel, a process has been developed to provide expedited admissions approval for students enrolled in a master’s degree who seek 
admission to a certificate contained within that master’s degree.  There is now a form that can be expedited from the school to 
admissions and records.) 
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See the catalogs – attached (page 2)  
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 See attached edits (page 2) 



 
 
 
 
 
Graduate Catalog, page 20 
CERTIFICATE STUDENTS 
A student admitted to a graduate/post-baccalaureate or post-master’s 
certificate program may take no more credits than that certificate program 
requires until formal application and admission to another program is 
completed. This remains true when a student is enrolled within a post-
baccalaureate certificate that is contained entirely within a master’s degree. 
The student must have been accepted to the master’s program to take credits 
beyond those in the certificate, unless the dean or the dean’s designee, in 
consultation with the chair or program director, allows an exception while an 
application to the master’s program is being processed. Only courses that 
count toward a credential in which a student is currently enrolled are eligible 
for financial aid.  
 

Students already admitted to a master’s degree program may apply to 
complete a certificate within that degree; the application should be submitted 
as soon as possible and prior to completion of the courses in the certificate. 
Students in a master’s program may not enroll in certificate courses that are 
not part of that master’s program.  
 

Students enrolled in a degree program in the Yale Gordon College of 
Arts and Sciences, the College of Public Affairs, or the Merrick School of 
Business may not apply to a certificate outside their degree program without 
the written approval of the appropriate deans and program directors (email 
may be used), and such exceptions would be allowed only if the certificate 
credits may also be applied to the degree program in which the student is 
enrolled. 

International students seeking to study in the U.S. on an F-1 student 
visa are not eligible for admission to graduate certificate programs, unless the 
certificate is completed as part of a master’s degree. 

A certificate program may allow up to 3 credits to transfer to a 
certificate from another institution with a dean’s approval, but certificates 
typically are expected to be completed entirely at the University. A student 
who is accepted in an accelerated bachelor’s to master’s program may 
transfer up to 9 graduate credits taken while an undergraduate into a post-
baccalaureate certificate program.  
 
Undergraduate Catalog – nothing besides what individual certificates say 
about who is eligible for admission 
 
An undergraduate student pursuing a bachelor’s degree at the University may 
request admission to an upper-division certificate. Such certificates have 
eligibility requirements, and not all undergraduates are eligible for all 
certificates.  
 The University may enroll and award an upper-division certificate to a 
student who does not complete a bachelor’s degree at the University, 



although this is unusual. Applicants must meet other admissions 
requirements. 

 A student who is accepted in an accelerated bachelor’s to 
master’s program may transfer up to 9 graduate credits taken while an 
undergraduate into a post-baccalaureate certificate program if the student 
maintains continuous enrollment (see Academic Policies) during the transition 
from the bachelor’s to the post-baccalaureate program.  
 
 
 


