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  Alleviating hunger at UB
You may be surprised to know that hunger is an increasingly important issue on college 
campuses across the nation. Although approximately 80% of college students work at 
least a part-time job, students living independently off-campus have approximately 
a 50% chance of living in poverty. It is so severe that some students experience 
homelessness and poverty to the extreme.

Recognizing this problem, the University of Baltimore Foundation, through a Fund 
for Excellence grant, has supported the University of Baltimore and its SGA in the 
development of a UB Campus Pantry. A portion of the funding provided for the 
Schaefer Center for Public Policy in UB’s College of Public Affairs to study the issue 
of food security among the UB campus community. The results of this study provided 
necessary data and background information to help campus officials communicate 
the need for the pantry, which opened on Oct. 18.

The pantry, which is managed through the UB Office of Transitions and Community 
Engagement and open UB students, faculty and staff ensures that nutritious, 
supplemental food and basic necessities such as bath tissue and feminine 
hygiene products are accessible to those experiencing hunger, regardless of their 
socioeconomic status, place of residence, or other qualifying factors that might 
prevent them from receiving assistance at a local food program.
 
This much-needed resource takes a bit of stress off our students and allows them to 
better focus on their academic, personal, and professional endeavors. To date, more 
than 280 US colleges and universities have on-campus food pantries.

To find out more, visit www.ubalt.edu/transitions.
 
To donate to the Campus Pantry, visit: http://bit.ly/2fdQ55Z

Why I give...
After deferring law school for a year 
to serve in Iraq, I returned home 
with less than 30 days before the 
start of school.  Figuring out the 
financial paperwork and the GI Bill 
was overwhelming.  

Being awarded the Peter Fedak 
Scholarship was an emotional 
and financial lifesaver!  It allowed 
me to focus on my first year of 
law school and gave me time to 
learn the financial aid and GI Bill 
process.  Mr. Fedak’s narrowly 
tailored requirements became 

understandably crystal clear (e.g. 
evening student, returning from 
serving deployment, in their first 
year).  It was as though he knew 
exactly what that person needed. 

I promised myself then and there 
that once I graduated and began 
practicing, I would do the same 
for someone else.  Like tithing to 
my church, giving to UB is one of 
the easiest and one of my favorite 
checks to write.  I thank God I am 
able to give back---it is a blessing.

Cynthia Campise. J.D. ’12
Trial Attorney
Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration
Office of Chief Counsel
 
 
 

1130 N. Charles St.
Baltimore, MD 21201

Upcoming Events

Save the Date 
Commencement Reception

Monday, December 19
Immediately following the 1 p.m. 
ceremony
Law Center

Hosted by the University of Baltimore 
Alumni Association

Alumni Association Spring Happy 
Hour 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017
6-8 p.m.
The Owl Bar
1 E Chase St, Baltimore, MD 21202

Featuring the UB deans as guest 
bartenders

To contact the Office of Annual 
Giving and Special Gifts: 

phone- 410.837.6271
email- annualgiving@ubalt.edu
website- www.ubalt.edu/support

For more information about alumni 
events, visit www.ubalt.edu/alum-
nievents.
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“Giving to UB is one of 

the easiest and one of my 
favorite checks to write”
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MEET BENZ!
The Bob Parson Veterans Center is 
proud to introduce Benz Armstrong, 
B.A. ‘16 as their new center coordina-
tor.

Benz is particularly qualified for the 
job because Benz herself is a veteran. 
Before enrolling at UB she served in 
the Army as a Military Police Officer 
for eight and a half years. She is also 
familiar with the needs of our veter-
an and military students, because 
she took advantage of the programs 
and services offered by the Veterans 
Center. She says, “it was hard for 
me…transitioning to civilian lifestyle. 
Figuring out life on campus can be 
very intimidating. The Bob Parsons 
Veterans Center is the bridge between 
military and civilian lifestyle and the 
UB community.”

While she attended UB she also was 
involved on campus. She not only 
served as the Vice President of the In-
ternational Students Association (ISA) 

for 2 years, she also was a member of 
the UB Post staff, and worked at the 
admissions office as an orientation 
ambassador.

Bob Parsons, B.S. ‘75, D.H.L. ‘08 
helped the University establish The 
Bob Parsons Veterans Center through 
a $1 million gift from the Bob & Renee 
Parsons Foundation.

For more, visit: www.ubalt.edu/cam-
pus-life/veterans

On November 29, UB will once again participate in Giving Tuesday. Giving 
Tuesday is an annual global social networking event created to kick off 
the end-of-year charitable season, when many people focus on holiday 
giving.
 
To illustrate the generosity of the UB community, for each gift received 
that day, regardless of amount, a colored bow will be placed on the Edgar 
Allan Poe statue on Gordon Plaza. Donors can select which of the four 
colleges or Langsdale Library their bow should represent. The schools/
library are in competition with each other to garner the most gifts and win 
the coveted “Bowphy.”
 
Mark your calendar for November 29th, go to http://www.ubalt.edu/
BowOnPoe, and make as many gifts as you wish in support of your 
favorite UB School/Library. And don’t forget to spread the word on social 
media using #BowOnPoe, #UBALT, and #GivingTuesday.
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Campus Communications
Yale Gordon College of Arts 
and Sciences
  
For years, UB’s Performing Arts Series, 
Spotlight UB, has been the singular 
way UB students could embrace their 
theatrical side. Thanks to a UB Fund for 
Excellence grant, Arts & Theater Manag-
er Kimberley Lynne received funding to 
support the launch of the new Perfor-
mance Studies specialization in the 
existing B.A. in Integrated Arts program. 
Students will take courses in audi-
tion, scene study, text analysis, vocal 
training and movement. They will also 
work closely with professional resident 
company members of the Everyman 
Theatre, and experience guest work-
shops with artists who perform at the 
Hippodrome Theatre. The grant funding 
helps to support the costs associated 

with repurposing classrooms to make 
them more performance friendly; text-
books; video equipment; guest artists; 
costumes; props; transportation; and 
much more.
  
College of Public Affairs

Community Development Fellows (CDF) 
is a grant-funded program developed 
by Dean Roger Hartley. This competi-
tive programs places junior or senior 
undergraduate or graduate students 
into paid part-time fellowships with or-
ganizations who support Baltimore City 
neighborhoods. Fellows are matched 
with interested host sites to provide 
assistance with projects, outreach and 
other daily work of the organization that 
are consistent with the students’ goals 
and abilities. The program is currently 
funded as a pilot project with a $19,000 
grant from the Fund for Excellence. As 
of July 2016, participating organizations 

included Belair-Edison Neighborhoods, 
Inc., Friends of Herring Run Park, and 
Bon Secours Community Works.  

Merrick School of Business

Where do UB students and young alum-
ni go to for guidance and help launch-
ing their new business ideas? They 
go to the Center for Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation. Through education, 
engagement and collaboration with the 
business community, students have 
the best environment to incubate their 
ideas and bring them to fruition.
The Center even coordinates competi-
tions both on and off campus, provid-
ing the budding entrepreneurs a safe 
place to test their ideas and business 
savvy. The competitions are especially 
valuable as they spur innovation, invite 
critical review, and create points of 
reference for evaluation.

These efforts are supported through 
a Fund for Excellence grant as well as 
donations from alumni and friends.   

School of Law

This is the inaugural semester of the 
Pre-Trial Justice Clinic, an initiative 
designed to combat mass incarceration 
in Baltimore City. With the help of UB 
Law faculty and the Office of the Public 
Defender, student attorneys screen 
cases for intake, represent clients in 
bail review hearings, file habeas corpus 
petitions, and undertake appellate 
litigation.

Furthermore, student attorneys are 
involved in the development of new 
litigation and legislative strategies that 
support systemic efforts to address 
mass incarceration.

On November 17, the clinic hosted its 
first conference, “Money Bail and Its 
Role in Mass Incarceration.” Distin-
guished speakers from Maryland and 
around the country addressed the 
challenges with the current money bail 
system.

Since 2012, budding entrepreneurs from the University of Baltimore have had the chance to share their ideas 
and concepts for new businesses with several successful business leaders, when the Startup Maryland’s 
“Pitch Across Maryland” bus stops at UB.  This year the bus visited campus on September 21.  Photo courtesy 
of the Start Up Maryland website.
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Turner Society       
                                                                         
Throughout her life, Barbara Fox Appell, B.A. ’84, donated to a wide variety of char-
itable causes and organizations, including Passager. Passager, established at the 
University of Baltimore in 1990, is a journal dedicated to poetry, fiction and memoirs 
by authors over the age of 50.

Ms. Appell became a consistent donor to Passager in 1994, with a gift of just $100. 
But last year her estate granted over $42,000 in support of the journal and the im-
print Passager Books, which publishes other manuscripts by senior authors. 

Her extremely generous bequest ensures that Passager will continue to showcase 
the work of older writers for years to come.

Would you like your legacy to benefit the University of Baltimore? Contact Francena 
Phillips Jackson MA ’94, 410.837.4385 or fjackson@ubalt.edu
C 202.528.2742

For more on Passager, visit: www.passagerbooks.com

“The Bob Parsons Veterans 
Center is the bridge between 
military and civilian lifestyle 

and the UB community.”

photo courtesy of Benz Armstrong, B.A.’ 16

Veterans Center

Alumni, Langsdale welcomes you
University of Baltimore graduates who have an alumni card and who are registered 
with the Langsdale Library circulation department are invited to borrow books from 
Langsdale, the UB Law Library and the UMBC Library. As a graduate, you only have 
access to the libraries during normal business hours. Your alumni bee card is not 
set-up to be used for door access after hours.

UB graduates also now have remote access to EBSCO's Academic Search: Alumni 
Edition, a comprehensive database created for post-college research. For login 
information, please contact the Office of Alumni Relations at alumni@ubalt.edu  or 
410-837-6131.


